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About CSP
Welcome to the latest edition of
the Brief Lines newsletter,
published by Community Safety
Partnerships Ltd (CSP) which
offers quality solutions to help
address safety and other risks.
Specialising in personal,
community and system safety
issues, CSP provides a holistic
intelligence-led approach to
partnership between business
and community, business and
regulator and other interfaces
where risk arises.

CSP is headed by Aidan and Sue
Nelson who between them have
wide experience in corporate
reputation handling, developing
and delivering community safety
strategies and campaigns,
crisis management, and the
advancement of health, safety
and environmental policy both
internationally and nationally at
industry, multi-party programme
and individual company levels.

Rail police lead metal theft national day of action
British Transport Police led police forces,
government agencies and rail organisations across
Britain in a national day of action to target
metal theft.
Several people were arrested, ANPR (Automatic
Number Plate Recognition) checks made,
vehicles seized and visits made to scrap metal
dealers across the country in a bid to raise the
profile of the problem which Chief Constable
Ian Johnston has described as 'the second
biggest challenge' facing British Transport
Police (BTP) after terrorism.
Around 20 police forces took part in the day of action alongside the Environment
Agency, HM Revenue and Customs, the Vehicle and Operator Services Agency,
Border and Immigration Agency, Department for Work and Pensions, railway
businesses and local councils to raise the profile of the issue. The day was
co-ordinated by BTP on behalf of the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO),
whose metal theft working group BTP leads. 
Soaring world metal prices has prompted criminals to cash in on the high cost of
scrap metal through the theft of rail signalling and electrical cable. In the last 18
months there has been a large increase in metal theft with BTP recording 1,928
thefts and 396 arrests in 2007 compared to 1,142 crimes and 317 arrests in 2006.
The force now has a dedicated national squad to combat rail metal theft and has
been working closely with the British Metal Recycling Association to crack down
on rogue dealers, as well as working with the prosecuting authorities and the
courts to bring offenders to justice. 
The problem is not just rail specific, hence the day of action involving other
agencies. Copper thieves are also targeting electricity facilities, the telecoms
industry and even church roofs. 
BTP Assistant Chief Constable (Crime), Mark Smith said: "The day of action
demonstrated that we are prepared to devote considerable resources to target this
type of crime. Metal theft is a major crime that has potentially serious economic
consequences for the country and negatively impacts on communities in many
ways. It is certainly not a victimless crime."
High-tech solution for cable crackdown
British Transport Police revealed its latest high
tech weapon in the cable theft crackdown - the
Microdrone. The latest technology in police
surveillance, the Microdrone is an unmanned,
almost silent helicopter that can film from more
than 350ft. It was used in Cleveland area for the
first time as part of the metal theft national day
of action.
Invisible to the naked eye and able to offer at
350ft above railway lines and surrounding areas,
the remote controlled helicopter - the size of a
dustbin lid - beams back live video footage and
infra-red imagery to police operators on the ground.
The hovering Microdrone can even squirt offenders
with Smartwater security marking solution that can
then be identified by police. 

Metal theft checks produce results
As part of the national metal theft
day of action British Transport Police
led a highly successful multi-agency
operation near Tilbury Docks, one
of the UK's main ports. Police and
partner agencies undertook a high
profile Automatic Number Plate
Recognition (ANPR) operation,
which resulted in 82 vehicles
stopped, nine vehicles seized,
22 fixed penalty notices issued and
two men arrested. A number of
prohibition and production notices
were also issued. Nationwide,
a total of nine people were arrested,
including two youths, aged 14.

Police conducting ANPR checks as part
of the metal theft day of action

The Microdrone - BTP's new cable
theft weapon
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Tough new terrorism measures

The government has now published
the Counter Terrorism Bill 2008,
which is designed to address the
constantly changing threat posed to
the UK by violent extremists.
The bill includes proposals to:

• Increase the time terrorism
suspects can be held (in
exceptional circumstances) before
they are charged

• Enable post-charge questioning of
terrorist suspects

• Enhance sentences for offences
tied in to terrorist plots

• Strengthen monitoring of
convicted terrorists

• Expand the use of DNA in
terrorism investigations.

Home Secretary Jacqui Smith said
the government's top priority in
introducing the bill is to protect
law-abiding citizens with the bill
containing a broad range of
measures to ensure that police and
security agencies have the tools
they need to prevent acts of
terrorism from ever taking place. 

The government says it has backed
up its counter-terrorism effort by
allocating record levels of funding
for local police forces. In 2007 the
police received £472 million for
counter-terrorism work. In October
an additional £695 million was
allocated, with funding expected to
increase further over this year and
next. In addition £45 million has
been budgeted for local authorities
to spend over the next three years
on programmes to counter violent
extremism. The government has
sought the views of the public and
human rights organisations
throughout the process of drafting
the Counter-terrorism Bill, which
was introduced on January 24.

Crime victim risk at all time low

Latest British Crime Survey figures
show that the risk of becoming a
victim of crime has dropped to
23% - a return to the lowest level
since the survey began in 1981.
Survey interviews in the year to
September 2007 highlighted that
the risk of falling victim to crime
had fallen from 24%, the figure
recorded for the year to
September 2006. In addition the
number of crimes recorded by
the police fell by 9% for the period
July-September 2007 compared
with the same period the previous
year. Personal acquisitive crime fell
by 11% while violence against the
person fell by 8%, as did recorded
domestic burglary. There was a
12% drop in offences against
vehicles and criminal damage fell
by 11%. But in the 12 months to
September 2007 the survey showed
there was a 4% increase in firearms
offences. However, confidence in
the local police significantly
increased in the 12-month period
compared to the previous year.
To view the latest BCS figures in full
go to:
www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk

Police praised for secure
station scheme

The head of Britain's rail industry
personal security group has praised
British Transport Police for its work
in promoting a national secure
station scheme.

James Burt, formerly of South West
Trains and now with train operator
First Great Western, was speaking at
a Secure Station scheme awards
ceremony at which he was among
a number to receive awards from
the Princess Royal for their work in
tackling crime at stations across
Britain. 

Mr Burt has been instrumental in
keeping the safety and security of
staff and passengers high on the rail
industry's agenda, with British
Transport Police also playing a
key role.

He said: "We now have a far more
professional partnership with British
Transport Police at operational
level. That partnership is based on
mutual respect and a greater
understanding of each other's
needs... the benefit of a wider
police family supported by a
number of complementary policing
schemes is now generally
accepted." Mr Burt pointed out that
community support officers and
train operator funded schemes such
as Travelsafe and rail enforcement
officers are all new initiatives since
the last Secure Station Scheme
awards in 2001.

He added: "We have also worked
hard with BTP to make anti-social
behaviour orders work for the
industry. London Underground has
led the way in this and has had
many successes in excluding highly
undesirable people from their
network. We are all learning from
their success.

"...Learning from each other and
working together is important.
The security of the railway
community, both passengers and
staff, is invariably enhances when
we work with partners in the wider
community. Many of the same
people who act in an anti-social
way don't just do so on railway
stations and trains but also in the
high street and on local buses."
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Rail enthusiasts - friend or foe?

Since the Burlington Northern Santa
Fe (BNSF) railroad launched the first
rail enthusiast-based reporting
programme in 2006 more than 6,500
have joined 'Citizens for Rail Security.'
Members of CRS have joined forces
with BNSF to help protect the railway
by reporting security violations,
trespassers or unusual occurrences.
Now, BNSF is broadening that effort
by further educating community and
legislative groups, police authorities
and schools on rail security and how
citizens can help. As part of the
programme a DVD will be distributed
to help communities understand the
value railways bring to the economy
and who and what to report to either
the local or railroad police. When
possible, BNSF resource protection
officers will also make presentations to
groups of rail safety or security in
addition to providing the DVDs.

Since BNSF began CRS and sister
'On Guard' programme for
employees, reports have been
received about:

• Potential suicides

• Stolen equipment

• Trespassers

• Lost children found near tracks

• Suspicious articles or vehicles
left on tracks

Using railway enthusiasts as extra
pairs of eyes and ears isn't central to
the thinking in Britain which,
incidentally, hosts a similar scheme
involving aircraft enthusiasts to help
protect aviation interests from hostile
acts. For more information on the
BNSF scheme got to:
www.citizensforrailsecurity.com

Trespasser demographics

Britain is not alone in seeking to learn
more about the factors associated with
people who trespass on a railway and
all too often lose their lives. In the
United States where some 500 rail
trespassers are killed each year, the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
and Operation Lifesaver have

sponsored a study to explore
demographics and other factors of this
population to help them better target
education and awareness initiatives.
The study findings show:

• Some 8% of those killed were
described as 'homeless' or 'transient'

• Trespass fatalities are over-
represented in the working age
population

• 87% of those killed trespassing on
the railway are male

• 57% were impaired by alcohol
and/or drugs

Although railways in the US are not
required to report suicides to the FRA
at least 23% of reported trespasser
fatalities are subsequently identified
as such.

The US findings are not dissimilar to
Britain's experience. Although society
expects the rail industry to expend
significant effort to address the risk of
child fatalities, should more be done
to tackle adult trespass risk aside from
the effort already being made to
address suicides?

Railroad - highway grade crossing
handbook

The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) in the United States has
recently published a revised second
edition of their Railroad - Highway
Grade Crossing Handbook that
supersedes the first edition
published more than 20 years ago.
The handbook provides a single
reference document setting out good
practice to improve the safety of level
crossings in the context of the current
US legislative framework. Although
the handbook is clearly aimed at
professionals managing the road - rail
interface in the US there is much
which will be of interest in other
jurisdictions. View the handbook
on-line at
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/xings/
07010/index.htm

Call for more police in schools

The Association of Chief Police
Officers (ACPO) wants to see more

police officers in schools, according to
specialist publication Children &
Young People Now. 
Under its newly-published children
and young people strategy, ACPO says
there should be more Safer Schools
Partnerships which involve local
education authorities and police forces
working together to ensure a full time
police presence in schools where it is
felt to be needed. The youth strategy
emphasises the need for preventive
work and early identification of
youngsters who are likely to become
involved in serious offending.
Proposals include giving local police
teams a neighbourhood policing youth
tool kit.
The ACPO position is likely to form
the backdrop to the government's
soon-to-be-published youth crime
action plan which will focus on
prevention, tackling victimisation and
the overlap between young people
finding themselves victims of crime
and going on to offend.
PM pushes for weapons prosecutions
Prime Minister Gordon Brown says
those found carrying weapons such as
knives should expect to be prosecuted
rather than cautioned. Carrying knives
is "completely unacceptable" and
those caught doing so by police
should expect a zero tolerance
approach.
A crackdown on knife crime is be
extended from London to other
hotspots determined by the police
working closely with ministers.
More measures will be outlined in
a violent crime action plan to be
unveiled in February by Home
Secretary Jacqui Smith. The Prime
Minister was commenting after a
string of knife-related deaths,
many of them teenagers.
Keep in touch...
If you have any news to share, details
of an event you want to highlight, or
want further information on
Community Safety Partnerships Ltd
contact
suenelson@comsafetypartners.com or
aidannelson@comsafetypartners.com
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